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THE FRANKLIN AUTOMOBILE, DISTINGUISHED AMERICAN CLASSIC 


In this day when the automotive world has resolved itself to the humdrum monotony of 
huge mass production, in an age where decreasing individualism among people is reflected in 
an industry which flocks like swarming bees to each new gimmick, be it V-8 engines, wrap- 
around windshields, or fish-tail fenders - whatever the whim of the queen bee -, in a time 
when few dare to be different, really different, --- in such an era it is little wonder 
that the automotive fan looks abroad for the unique and interesting, or into the past, 
particularly the “Classic Era" which was for many the Golden Age of automobiles. And surely 
in that age the Franklin stands as one of the world's more distinctive, distinguishable 
automobiles, and one for which Americens may feel genuine pride. While it is now remembered 
first for air-cooling, the car was unique in many respects. Engineered and built by the 
Franklin Company from the ground up, the car was a highly integrated machine fulfilling to 
an unusual degree the purpose for which it was designed. 


The characteristics of the Franklin chassis resulted in the demand for custom coach work 
and at the same time they limited what could be done in the realm of custom design. Air- 
cooling itself necessitated a more scientific approach, more research, experimentation, and 
expense in the development of any particular engine, and, while few question its value, the 
Franklin Co. could not afford to offer a wide variety of horsepowers. The same was true of 
many other features. Tubular front axles were designed for use with a car of a certain 
weight. Full elliptic springs were planned for the same and did not easily lend themselves 


@-: alteration. Flexible chassis construction, in which heavy X-members or cross arms were 


liminated, meant that wheelbases could not be changed appreciably without extensive alter- 
ations. Rear axle housings were aluminum, and like all unsprung parts of the Franklin car, 
they were skinned down to a minimum of weight consistent with the requirements of a partic- 
ular automobile of a predetermined weight. 


Obviously, then, Franklin could not offer the variety of sizes possible with makes of a 
more conventional design. Nonetheless, the unusual advantages and the excellence of the 
Franklin chassis, which sold bare for $2000. (1931), was well recognized during the classic 
era by most of the famous carriossers of that day, including Dietrich, Walker, Brunn, Hol- 
brook, de Causse, Derham, Le Baron, Locke, Willoughby, Hibbard and Darrin, Galle of Paris, 
Merrimac, Fleetwood, and most likely others. Examples of work by most cf those named are 
contained in this issue. Noteworthy is that a high percentage of those who could pay for 
such special coachwork were ones who personally enjoyed driving an automobile. And while 
never a race-cer, particularly prior to 1930, the Franklin was famous for quick, nimble 
response and ease of handling combined with reliability and extraordinary riding comfort. 
It was pleasure, not work, to drive. 


And though one or two of the younger automotive writers of today have tended to view the 
Franklin as something less than 4 classic - reflecting only their unfamiliarity with the 
subject -, the car was no stranger in its day to the pages of eutomotive journals reviewing 
the world's finest. In fact, just listing some of these fatuious creations so reveals the 
splendors of another age that one may find pleasure in reading of a few examples where 
Frenklin rubbed bumpers editorially on en equal basis with the world's greats: (1) a full 
page from Automotive Industries showed pictures of a Pierce-Arrow by Brunn, Issotta- 
Fraschini by Fleetwood, Franklin collapsibe sport coupe by de Causse, Panhard by Driguet, 


FRONT COVER: 1928 Airman Speedster, as restored by Frank Z. Brill of Hilton Village, Va. 
Obviously the car has won the favor of the women folk. To see what else it has won, turn to 


@ center pages. OPPOSITE PAGE: One of the most beautiful of Franklin classics is this 4- 


passenger 1931 Sport Phaeton built by Merrimac for a Mr. Stillman Kelly, II, of Lexington, 
Massachusetts. The body was painted du Pont Kensington green with Zanzibar green wheels 
and striping. The interior was upholstered in Lackawanna Top Grain French Finish green 
leather. The top was of Laidlew Burbank 016.. The car had stationary front windshield with 
special side wings and tonneau windshield lowered flush with middle cowl. Trunk was made 


to accommodate four golf bags with a compartment under the lid for side curteins and top boot. 
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Stutz by Weymenn, Lincoln by Judkins, Marmon by Willoughby, Rolls Royce by Brewster, and a 
Stutz by Le Baron; (2) full page from MOTOR, pictures of a Frenklin custom-tmilt sedan con- 
vertible, a front wheol drive Gardner, a Stutz by Hibbard & Darrin, and a Cadillac V-16 
"“Medame X"; (3) two full pages, AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRIES, Franklin Conv. Victoria by Dietrich, 
Cadillac by Fisher, Mercedes by Saoutchik of Paris, Lincoln by Derham, Renault by Hibbard & 
Darrin, Isotta-Fraschini by Castagna, Stuts Fleetwood, another Franklin - this one a Town 
Car by Willoughby, and a Lincoln by Brunn; (4) a half page from AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRIES, 
Lincoln by Le Baron, Peckard by Le Baron, Cadillac by Fleetwood, and a Franklin conv. sedan 
by Dietrich; (5) full page, MOTOR- Minerva by Hibbard & Derrin, Cadillac by Fisher, Stern by 
Brunn , Cunningham by Cunningham, a Frenklin Sport Sedan by Derham, and a Stutz by Le Barons 
(6) two full pages, MOTOR- a Franklin Conv. Victoria by Dietrich (the feature car of this 
two page spread), Packard by Dietrich, du Pont by Waterhouse, a Cord with fabric body, 
Duesenberg by Le Baron, Lincoln by Brunn, Duesenberg by Willoughby, Franklin Town Car by 
Dietrich, Renault phaeton, Cord phaeton, a Stutz with fabric body, Pierce-Arrow with Ostend 
fabric body, Isotta-Fraschini by Castagna, Rolls Royce by Brewster, and four interior views, 
one of a Lincoln, two of Rolls Royce, and one of the Franklin-Dietrich Town Car; (7) two 
pages, AUTOBODY, Stutz by Hibbard & Darrin, du Pont by Waterhouse, du Pont by Merrimac, 
Packard by Le Baron, Franklin Pirate Conv. Coupe by Dietrich, Duesenberg by Murphy, Ruxton 
by Baker-Raulang, and another Franklin, this one the beautiful Deauville sedan by Dietrich; 
(8) full page, AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRIES, du Pont Le Mans Speedster, Auburn Cabin Speedster, 
Jordan double cowl phaeton, and the Franklin “Le Pirate" Sedan; and (9) full page, AUTOMO- 
TIVE INDUSTRIES, a Cadillac by Willoughby, a special Packard by the Pullman Co., a Belgium 
Minerva by C. P. Kimball & Co., and a Franklin coupe by Le Baron. Those who are still 
reading at this point were probably born thirty years too late. 


In this fifth issue of the Franklin Club's publication, we have tried to show as many 
interesting and classic designs on Franklin as possible. There were a great many more 
examples of custom-built Franklin sutomobiles, but obtaining usable pictures today is a 
difficult enterprise and an expensive one as well. To the extent that we have succeeded, 
we are greatly indebted to: Mr. Robert E. Runser of The Detroit Public Library; Mr. James 
E. Potter, Managing Editor of MOTOR TREND magazine; Mr. Edward Ford, Editor of MOTOR maga- 
zine; Mr. George A. Moffitt, writer and automotive designer formerly with Hibbard and Darrin, 
De Villars, Le Baron, and Merrimac; Mr. James P. Derham, President of the Derham Custom Body 
Compeny; Mr. W. Everett Miller, former designer with Murphy and collector of one of America's 
most fabulous automotive libraries; Mr. William R. Gibson, VMCCA Librarian; and to many 
individual members of the HHFC. 


Because of the widespread general interest in classic automobile design, the Executive 
Committee voted unanimously to make this issue available to non-members at a price of $1.00 
a copy. Agreement was also reached that those so tuying may later become members by pay- 
ment of an additional $1.50. Those so joining will receive the remaining two of the three 
regular anmal issues. 


Members will be interested to know that the direct costs of printing 1000 copies of this 
issue have come to over $500., not counting the personal cost to the Editor of collecting 
some hundreds of pictures which made it possible. It has required many hours of study, 

' layout work, and dozens = probably a hundred or more - letters seeking information and 
photographs. Obviously it is beyond the normal means of a club of some 225 members, and its 
financial success - or failure - will depend on how many copies are sold. Every individual 
member can help to make this successful by promoting its sale among friends who are classic 
car fans and by bringing in new permanent members to the Club. If this issue is a financial 
success, there will be more such special issues to come. 


The HHFC Membership Roster will be delayed until Issue #6 is out late this fall. 


THE FRANKLIN TREK to SYRACUSE, SEPTEMBER 3rd and 4th, 1954 


Headquarters, Hotel Syracuse; Trek Chairman, Miles S. Amick, Cumberland, Maryland. Write to 
Miles for reservations and information. Anyone may come et the last minute, but advance 
notice to the Chairman will be appreciated. The 1954 Trek promises to be quite an affair, 
with Franklins present from earliest cross engine cars up to a 1934 V-12 Club Brougham. Th 
New York State Fair will provide entertainment and the Club will sponsor a dance, banquet, y 
severel discussion periods. Carl T. Doman will be principal speaker, and the Carrier Corp. 
has invited Club to inspect old Franklin plant. This is not likely to be an annuel affair. 
Time your trip with Old Car Festival at Dearborn, Mich., Sept. ll, & Glidden Tour on the 18th. 
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CLIFFORD BORAM ON THE SUBJECT OF THE WOODEN FRAME 


One of the Franklin's unusual features for many years was its wooden frame. The earliest 
Franklins, Models A, B, C, E, and F, of 1902-05, were built on angle iron frames, but the 
new Models G, D, and H, of 1905, introduced the flexible wooden frame which proved so success- 
ful that it was continued through 1928, a period of 24 years. During this time, improvements 
ere constantly being made in the construction and manufacturing processes, especially in 
regard to drying, type of glue, cross member placement, wheel alignment and spring attachment. 


The wood used was second growth white ash, selected first for strength, second for 
resiliency and lightness, and third for its grain. This was sawed into boards and allowed 
to air-dry for from one to two years, after which it was kiln dried for ten days before 
being milled to shape. The factory at Syracuse maintained an extensive yard where up to 
five million board feet of white ash could be found in various stages of preparation. 


The frame members were constructed in the factory, being made of three vertical lamin- 
ations, in none of which did the grain run in the same direction. These three strips were 
glued together under hydraulic pressure and then 20 screws were added to each sill to make 
the adhesion permanent. Finally the frame members were surface-treated with creosote and 
bound top and bottom with fiber or ash weatherstrip and the ends covered with aluminum caps 
to exclude moisture. The main consideration was to make the frame flexible, so as to im- 
prove the riding qualities, and in line with this, the two frame sills were connected only 
by the front sill brace, the supporting members of the engine, the floorboerds, and a single 
crosspiece at the rear. Noteworthy was the absence of strut and radius rods. 


The wooden frame had a number of advantages over steel. It was stronger, lighter, more 
flexible and resilient, and absorbed shocks instead of transmitting them. In 1918, labora- 
tory tests showed it to be 65% stronger than a steel frame of the same weight, or conversely, 
50% lighter than a steel frame of the same strength. 


Now the question arises, why did Franklin ever give up using the wooden frame if it was 
so good? A number of answers present themselves, of which some are mich more valid than 
others. The primary one very definitely was that the supply of good white ash was so near 
being exhausted that it became increasingly difficult and costly to obtain. In the later 
years Franklin had to employ a number of wood experts to tour the country in search of it. 
Earlier the supply of northern white ash had been exhausted, making it necessary to use the 
poorer southern wood. In time, even this was hard to find. 


A secondary reason of considerable importance is that with the arrival of Series 11 in 
1925, what was called a drop-sill frame which made the car lower was introduced. This could 
not be constructed quite so strongly as the previous straight-side frame, and this weakness, 
coupled with that of the poorer wood, gave the long wheelbase frames a slight tendency to 
sege It is true thet the early big cars, especially Model H, were also of long wheelbase, 
but no sag developed in them because of their straight side frame and quality of wood. In 
1926, soon after the debut of Series 11, the company began road-testing a steel frame car, 

a fact which suggests that the drop sill frame was no small factor in bringing on the change 
to steel. 


Still another resson which seems to have had some effect is that the maintenance of the 
"yard", end the time and handling involved for the preparation of the wood, was e consider- 
able expense which the adoption of the steel frame eliminated. In 1917, each wooden frame 
cost the factory $43 and retailed for $86, which wes not cheap in those times. Also, about 
75% of this cost was labor, 98s against only about 10% labor cost for steei frames, so thet 
with the ever increasing cost of labor as compared to materiel costs, the price differential 
between wood and steel frames steadily increesed through the years. In addition, as the 
cers grew old, the wood occasionally showed some rotting, despite its creosote and wesather- 
strip treatment. This was a point which rival companies could use to Franklin's disedvantege. 


One idea sometimes advanced is that the company wanted the edvantages of a channel sec- 
tion frame and adopted steel because such a section could not be made successfully in wood. 
John Burns, former Chief Test Engineer, states that this reason was not a factor in the 
change-over. In any case, all of the arguments pro and con were presented to Mr. Franklin 
end the decision was finally made in 1928 to discontinue the wooden frame. In the middle 
of thet yeer, the big Airman Limited (still Series 12) appeared with the first of the 
steel frames, and wes very well received both by dealers and customers, with the following 
development that all of the 1929 Series 13 Modeis 130, 135, and 137, hed frames of steel. 
(continued next to lest page) 
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Airman Series in 1928. These cars, on wheelbases of 125" and 132", were the first to have steel 
frames in place of chassis frame of laminated ash. However, radiator shell was mounted by ball 
& sockets so that traditional yielding action of frame was preserved. Basically a continuation 
of the 1925 de Causse design, it involved all the semi-custom features such as: cast aluminum 
windshield posts for narrowness; special headlamps with Bausch & Lomb lenses that cost $150. a 
air; a squarred-off radiator shell on a copper alloy base which meant hand soldering, instead 
; f single stamping operations; hood ornament of 18% nickeled silver; hardware of individual ham- 
mered finish; and so on. At a time when many 8's used 5 main bearings, Franklin again used 7 


mains on 4 new 6 cylinder engine with 274 cu. in. displacement against the 199 cu. inches of the | 


earlier cars. Despite the increase in size, prices were slightly lower, ranging from about 
$2800. to $4600. for stock models delivered in California. The 132" Airman chassis which (with 
the change to the side draft engine in 1930) contimed in production through 1934, and though a 
favorite among most Franklin collectors, it was never fully accepted by a tory-like minority of 
Franklinites who objected to steel frame and the increasing tendency to use steel body panels in 
place of the all-aluminum construction of the 
earlier cars, such as (OPPOSITE PAGE) the 1925 
Touring Car, a stock de Causse design with 
special windshield equipment, or the 1925 Coupe 
of Brooks Quinsler, which was like the first 
American car Rudolph Valentino would ty, or 

‘ the 1926 Tandem Sedan by de Causse. These 

cars were still almost entirely of aluminum end 
mounted on the laminated ash frame. 


ifs. 


Always a high quality car, Franklins were relatively small in size until the introduction of the By 
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The 1929 Dietrich Speedster (OPPOSITE PAGE) belonged originally to Sir Herry Oakes, victim of 
® sensational murder mystery in the Bahamas. Car's present owner is Dr. J. Ritter of Lincoln, 
Nebraska. Below this is a beautiful study by Lassiter Hoyle of his '29 double cowl phaeton as 
photographed on Ralph Hamlin's estate in Los Angeles. On this page are examples of the unique 
Pirate” models by Dietrich. Very striking, foreign looking when seen, unfortunately they are 
not very photogenic. The 2 dimensions of pictures fail to convey the character of the desi gn. 
1l had concealed running boards, eluminum bodies. Three views are of the 1929 “Le Pirate 
eden which was finished in natural satin aluminum with dul) gold trim. Introduced in the 
winter of 1928-29, the car was considered one of the most radica] designs of the year. Lower 
Left is a very fine '29 sedan conv. 
with double windshield, built-in Li- 
quor cabinets, and a Hibbard & Darrin 
look about it. A very similar car was 
carried as a catalog model in 1930-31 
(below) and a 7-pass. model was also 
aveilable (right). The V-windshield- 
back sedan was a 1932 custom shown at 
the '32 NYC Auto Show. W. R. Gibson, 
VMCCA Librarian, reports that a doc- 
tor near him once owned one and that 
this sketch does not indicate really 
spectacular appearance of actual car. 
Pirete models might have been improv- 
ed by concealment of the spare tires. 


S 


nih Param aeare 


: ! 
ye ae 


‘ ‘ ted 
= ¥ 
pe oe Le ee ee " 
1 : “ : 


a a = ee ae 9 eA Bee be 7 sae ba ot ras - , aa are 
ea Bee: on q 4 2 ae ei a is ren be eae aol Pond oe Bs 4 ee 
aie itt be eS a. uaa ati oer 7 yey te = i sweeten 0 RES Ok. ae 
: aa cB ae fot bse “ae: ae a (2) gies Se a an valet pei 

 qahinoe zs ae ee Leen ay 5 -— 9 ee EEE Be Miles io | te eee ae tT Sa ; Oe a. 
ED om oe cc ae Sa ee ee ee 9 tay a a Pe et 2 7 _ ~ ms es i “<i Bir as Ee, ; i Ls 
ae a & | OF tie | i. 
aie 
ad ae 
’ oe 
nm 
; a Be 
mea 
Bhi 
— 
a ay | 
‘ re 
| % : 
| (Fee 
. 
k 
‘ pa 
® . ele , 
' te 
Tre 
re 

. — ee 

. — eae 
fone | ’ eae 

“a ey | 4 , hie a : en ee ee ee a 

ys ie Aa oe co ~ _ y] Be « ec a>... i rete pa a a % ° ie! 

val 2 emer a so ae | sp y ae ine ee “a ie 
ays oes —— ae aa a ae nn Se n in 
eo he a —" = + > " > ~ es eo Gee oS ah rs " "i 
¥ ae ce 4 = —O ‘@ es sae Ve bie Le SL Me vie 
’ epee: ah ; ” @: : SB, pod, ORY . ‘ 
adi . a >. Ph pot ee ee = 
* Se 4 Ss 5 _- ales al + = ~ a 4 . oe 
dl? Oe < of ee ee “< 
$ ¢ ; iD | a t oe Rie etn, 2d EEE Ae . ~ 
Ma] ~ ¥ 4 ; ; , 7 
on 
™! b ary - ‘ c . = F 
cx 36 | ‘ y+ 
| 
— 1B 
OP ee al - i . “aa ; oe 7 ae pneeita , 
re ater =e me: - f ene ; ; 
ioe =~ me a ‘ Z . i] ee ae ae 
a aaa 4 p - Pa @ — + & : x 7 
oe = . mf or : | 
ae ae E- ote yee } a a ee ‘ 4% 2 ; 
ee >> a = gore pet Ree ee : ies § te 
a me . * aes el ‘Sage : Ris ined : , : ; J Pe . we a 
Ae nee i 4 ae hey eet ye of o a ™ -_ ‘ . Pet a . aa id “a 
4 -. ARPS ie iat te : f ae , 7 \ me & 
eee eae) a eee pe SS nn ~ ke : / a ‘ , an 
: ee 7: ae ee? eS. 2, ae 2 — @ { —, ij 2 aero 
as Agee am a! eee en EN ‘hee a —,} ; ve 
Bs: } iN 2; vt Sag - ae eT iuias, 
gt 4 . Sa ge, Fe ae & c ia = “ae | 
; ln ’ P \ ; # $ i = ‘3 G j : i , 34 ot 
at &3 EN 3 ee: } —- a, ager" “ara r * © Boe 
- i peenicis.< |” Fie 4 . 7 : aan pis ate ae * Fak a a rs 
Be | ea San \ aa ; bas fa Sea, — | -— . 
+ Sg , en ae wo 6 « Lo Wee 
a ee i ; = 4 Pa 
° Ee i ; é o Fil ee . 
eo ee ae : p “ia ee Ene ak. 
ape, ae i ssh + ay : . | ? <i 
seers ke a te , 2 3 
he Toe a $ . | oa a See ee . df § 
; arise Came M een i 9 Se tthe Sao oe ee Bl ke ana ati ea 
: pe Fie 37 Arey ee + jae Vas ap ‘Te - r a AeA 
4 Seka Ee NS a ee Be ee pie’ : : ir 
Swollen i pa a a i ao £5 —_ ¥- ae. 
an ee “a : _ Pa 2 ew | a eg ease = ' a iV 
wang’ Pe ix o's a: e, Rie ee ae pe 5 ae Sy a ee ee =. ¥ # . ae 
PS 0 Fe nes 2, 57 he ee “ Be at a Sa ee —s a ee.’ rae gre 
; . te ia aie Gh hy gti: M! ye . ae az, f 
Bie th ian nee 5 ‘ ont sagt a n , 
ok Ares es —- | - ee 
" : Ave —— 4 4 tis ee * ie.) i 
, ur? a* ie * . ——— .s ; 
Ss o + 9 a : a , . dell Bas’ 7 
" DS ; . — y) at 4 %: < 3 % lig 7 a? - 
- ! — ats es . = we “a 
: ' SE al ie _— ai ‘ 
? y — . Sa 4 “ ee ‘é 
, , ~ ‘ re ee ol a3 ae. an 
- ~_ a ' : ? ° . s, . Zi tS 
. . ‘ . i 7 os 5 a 
; e- a . =o . ‘ — ee ‘ 
1 , _. oi 2 9 ~ ‘y " es es i - ie ‘a . 
i v vil " ’ } eee =... ce oe ct Sis “a “ie 
B By ek i ay — os i ae Oe 2) ; eee ih U © 
7 =n ne 3 Sy See " an ~ Zee 
: _ ileal he ay ea eee 7 ees i: 2 era - atl a aah? cae Pe aos 
“eee 7 ee 2 ae 5 a ey : a Soe a a oe 
et ee Be ae =, gi See ay Maa nce nets > 
| er 0 RR pea ie i ns ' ; 
’ ae . "he -_ = - « ie at 2 . 7 ~ ~~ ‘3 
aii 
te 
. a Ri 
’ ‘ F ts = 
? ¢-1 Van Sites ~ is 
5 oe « me -] - op me H é an ce Dj at i oar re ae a a. } ed = Pin mi 
= Pe de © Bsr a i ee et es ihe ai : ih. coal Soy 
a < AF cae ea i ‘@ ‘ae ‘: RC en ety . = Kod E . i: oe ie ar Ss od ic, r ee, : > ae oS i a 
ve oo. a ae ee eee a8 a oN Ma ee . 43 ae S| ey 
ee ON a ees? ie "ae. | oc: SS ee + ene el Bhar aes a. 


2 
ae 
ap 
a 
<= 


Warwick Man 
Best In Show 


Williamsburg, Oct. 1—A 1928 

Franklin Speedster which Franklin 
V. Brill, of Warwick, bought and 
restored after it had deteriorated in 
"la field for seven years, was judged 
hlthe most outstanding car in the con- 
Hltest of the Richmond Region, Anti- 
— Automobile Club of America 
today. 
N Built worked on his cor for a year 
ard one half and this Summer it 
won first in the Classic Class in all 
Pifive meets of the club. (The class 
slis for custom built cars.) 

The five first places is a new 
club record, and Brill said that he 
had been invited to lead the home 
ee parade in Portsmouth, Oct. 


Thirty-four cars were in the meet 
today which attracted several hun- 
dred spectators. It was in the park- 
ing lot of the Common Glory” 
theater. 


began its tour at 10 
Saturday morning from Richmond, 
and the = of ancient cars 
arrived in Williamsburg at 2.* That 
Jafternoon it made a short tour to 


the cranking contest. He entered 
his car, set the ignition, dashed out 
and cranked it, dashed back, sat, 
and closed the door in 7.3 seconds. 
| The Coasting race was won by 
W. L. Hall, of Richmond. In this 


Brill won the slow motion con- 
test. His car, with the engine idling 
in high, moved sidwest. 
The other winners, who are all 
tom Richmond, the class: Model 
T Ford Class, brass radiator, Arthur 

ull, Richmond; Model T Ford 
:;Class II, Bruce Woodson, of Rich- 
mond; 1906 through 1912, E. 
‘Frantz Hershey, driving a 1909 
‘Huppmobile Roadster; 1913 through 
1919, D. J. Garriques, of Richmond, 
1913 Overland; and 1919 through 


ast = 


a = 
— —_— 


In addition, the cream-colored, 
red leather upholstered little buggy| j 
contains a special compartment for 
golf bags, a dandy litéle rumble seat 
(in those days a “must” now quite 
outmoded) and a two-gallon reserve 
gas tank, sure ‘nuff. . 

Oh, yes, those big, sleek new 


em 


the Franklin was a leader. Mainly 
hbecause of her deisgn. The car has 
what is termed a “boat tail body” 
which is quite noticeable behind the 


tumble seat. 


1928 Car Of | 


1927, Waverly G. King Jr. of 
Richmond, 1924 Rolls Royce. 


models with spoke wheels now ply-| Sig 
ing the roads—the Franklin has e 


Even in the field of colloquialisms | : 


Best In Class, 
Speedster Has 
Another Win 


Frank Brill took his Franklia 
Speedster to Richmond this week} 
end for the Tobacco Festival, and 
as has been his custom in three 


‘fore an estimated 140,000 in the 


—_— 


previous judgings, came home with}. 
the blue ribbon. 

Brill’s car was named best of a 
field of eight in the “classics” di- 
vision of the antique car exhibit, 
but was hard pressed by Rich- 
mond’s J. D. Powell, who piloted 
a 1932 Rolls-Royce. 

The Speedster and 31 other cars 
of considerable vintage paraded be- 


Tobacco Festival parade Friday. 
Sponsored jointly* by the Antique 


Automobile Club of America and 
the Automobile Club of Virgini: 
the judging took place at > 
mond’s Parker Field 
morning. 


| . Thamae RP Mand 


A FRANKLIN speedster owned 
by Franklin V. Brill, Warwick, was 
judged the most outstanding car of 
the meet. It has taken five first 
places in the classic class—custom- 
built cars—in five meets this year. 

Brilt found the car in a field a 
year and a half ago and paid $200 
for it. 

Other winners, all from Rich-!| 
mond, were: Model T Ford class, 
brass radiator, Arthur Hall; Model 


T ys class two, Ruth Woodson; 
1906-through-1912 class, E. Frantz | 
Hershey driving a 1909 Hupmobile 
roadster; 1913-1919 class, Waverly 
G. King Jr. driving a 1924 Rolls 


‘|Royce. The slow-motion race—the 


car moving in high gear with the 
engine idling—was won by Brill. 


The coasting race was by W. 
rere 


®@ 


DREAMBOAT, YOU BABY! 


This picture shows the boat tail body of the 1928 Franklin 
Speedster which led the fair sex of tha 


t era to call it “dream- 


boat.” 
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the Franklin has many original fea- 
tures that modern day car makers 
seem to be just coming by. She was 
the forerunner of the padded dash 
board, has an automatic back-up 
ligh enter light steering, and 


— 


Despite her more than 25 years 


bo our wheel hydraulic brakes. 
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Established 1896 


{3reS8 Why Not Air Cooling? 


Award of the classic-class prize to FRANK 
Z. Britt in Sunday’s state contest among 
owners of antique automobiles, held at Hamp- 


Joining the parade on Route 258 
at the traffic circle in Hampton, 
where Hampton police will escort 
the group to Hotel Chamberlin 
headquarters, will be Frank Z. Brill 


in his prize-winning 1928 Franklin 


Speedster. 


ton, prompts the question why motor car build- 


(TRichmond; eeapk Ba of Hilton 

Village, a 1 ranklin air-cooled 
speedster, first in the classic class, 
and William A. Worth, of Peters- 
burg, first in the pioneer class 
with a 1902 curve-dash Oldsmo- 
bile. 

Activities of the day-long pro- 
gram included a parade from the 


contest site at Parker Field to 
{Hotel John Marshall, and a ban- 

quet at the hotel that night. 
——— ae 


ers continue to insist on water cooling with all 
its troubles when air cooling has so many 
points in its favor. Mr. BRILL’s entry was a 
Franklin 33 years old—an air-cooled car that 
had only its high price against it. 

With Franklin’s eclipse came the total 

eclipse of air-cooled motor cars on the Ameri- 
can market. But experts said Col. CHARLES 
A. LINDBERGH’s pioneering New York-Paris 
| flight would have been impossible with a liquid- 
cooled engine. 
Three factors kept Franklin from ever be- 
coming popular: it cost $3,000 and- up when 
Fords and Chevrolets sold for around $700; it 
was costly to repair; and—people didn’t trust 
air cooling. But air cooling worked, and works 
on the general run of airplane engines today. 
And one didn’t have to worry with non-freeze 
additions in cold weather, nor with hose con- 
nections and fan belts. Why doesn’t some- 
body revive the air-cooled car? 


<< 


FIVE STRAIGHT 1'st PRIZES in 
the Classic Class, plus the 
GRAND-PRIZE in all groups 


FIVE STRAIGHT 1'st PRIZES in 
the Classic Class, plus the 
GRAND-PRIZE for all groups - 
that's the record made by 
Frank Z. Brill of Hilton 
Village, Virginia, and his 
1928 "boat-tail" speedster at 
eastern shows during the past 
year. One reason this month's 
cover car has met with such 
success is the meticulous cars 
Brill took in restoring the 
car from a rusted, rotted hulk 
discovered in an open field. 
After 18 months of diligent 
work, in which the car was dis- 
assembled completely, plus 18 
coats of cream-colored lacquer 
and new red leather upholstery, 
the Franklin was ready for new 
horizons. That's when she 
headed for her first meet at 
Richmond. She won that one, 
and everything else since, too: 
She'll be at Syracuse Sept. 3rd. 
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Top: The sketch of this spectacular “French Tyve L'opera Town Car" was supplied by 
former designer George A. Moffitt from the original working blueprint. The car was 
built by Hibbard & Darrin in Paris in 1929. Mr. Moffitt, who was associated with H 
& D at thet time writes that the colors were dark purple with pale yellow cane work 
and black upper section at rear. Handle for front door is on inside and there were 
no windows for the chauffeur. To achieve the long hood, all pedals, etc., had to be 
lengthened, while the seat for the fellow who paid for all of this was shoved clear 
beyond the rear axle, and he was given just barely enough headroom to get in & out. 
Less radical are che leather topped Cabriolet by Derham (center - between 20 and 30 
were built according to Mr. James Derham) & the Transformable Town Car by Dietrich. 
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Top: This “Pursuit Phaeton” was a regular catalog model in 1930-31. Appearance was 
improved considerably with such extra equipment as stand-type spot light mounted on 
running boards and wind wings for windshields. Center was what Derham & Co. chose 
to label a “Convertible Roadster", while the car below this - also by Derham - was 
called variously coupe, club coupe, and Victorias brougham. Many times the actual 
photographs were far more impressive than such drawings, which may be seen in this 
case by turning ahead four pages. The 16 catalog models for 1930 included 9 differ- 
ent sedans: Sedan, De Luxe Sedan, 7-pass Sedan, Speedster, Ciub Sedan, Town Sedan, 
Selon Special, Sedsn-Limousine, and a Limousine. Standard were such items as: foot 
cushions, upholstered pillow, folding arm rest, velvet carpet, and Curvon lap robe. 
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Top Left: 1931 Pirate 
Phaeton belonging to H. 
M. Moore. The triangular 
section of top between 
doors was “fudged” in as 
per the original. Below 
this is a 1931 Speedster — 
owned by M. Buchanan. A 
closed model, it is very 
similar to original Die- 
trich Speedster of 1929, 

a rear view of which is 
shown above as taken by 

J. Ritter. This car was 
available as a conv. 

sedan. Below this is 

1931 Walker Coschcraft 
Custom Sport Sedan, de- 
signed by Dietrich. 
Walker built the stoc 
Franklin bodies, execu 

ted many Dietrichs, & 

did some excellent : 
customs themselves. ‘ 
Bottom of the page is 
1931 Sport Pheeton by 44 
Merrimac; see also in- 

side of front cover. ’ 
OPPOSITE PAGE, top l., 

a custom 1932 coupe 

owned by a Mr. Tate 

who restored car to 
original condition. 

Top r., a 1931 conv. 
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Sportsman's Cabriolet by Brunn. 
The Lincoln-Continental was a 
streamlined version of this very 
popular design of classic era. wer 
Right: 1931 Victoria Brougham by ~~“ 4 
Derham which featured contrast- — | a 
ing colors, Buropean roof line, , 
dualtone blue-gray leather seats ‘ 
with sides & heading in English 
sports fabric of pepper-and-salt 
pattern. Below this is a 1931 
Tandem Sedan by Dietrich. The 
use of formal rasor-edge rear 
end styling with a sport model 
brought loud praise. 

Concealed door hinges 

were distinctly novel. 

The 4-pass. Victoria 

below was built by the co 
Merrimac Body Co. for ras 

H. Foster, Arling- 

» Mass. Body was 
sleek black with Eng- 
lish Vermilion wheels 
& striping. Upholstery 
was broadcloth with 
edges & welts bound in 
brown leather. Hardware 
was plain butler silver. 


pk yews goes ae, 
[as “\ NT aa 


' apt . eee ee eg i ee Se | - So (eee 
Tae ee Ta ae (le ee “(e- <siiihan i eee P 2 oe ; 
; Z£ a a. ee 7. a er oe Pike et 8 ie ae : 2S bohars y 
oe 7 a ae ee eae eee ees. F i ie ot ie ee ape t al aa Erb, Ta 
i a re” a On i ee i é RE. Ss 42, 
‘ aa a 7 : . woe ie ae eeé 5 a Seah 
i Pe S ’ P = bs A eo S 
25 Per J ut a FX pore > 2 - ry 2 bi 
—- an Prin ne ‘'S 
h. af —— ie 
ee _ ame #4 ». j q 6 
| si @ ba : ae 3 ‘1 : wie: 
 —— i eens A 
a *" ‘2. i 2 eae x : _—-——— .* 
4 ‘ ae ; = 
—:. y oe ' te J 
» . 7 - 4 a {> | 
Ly a » - s e a } \ : — : 
‘ Pre parted ; ~ Lots 4 
- ; ein r ay 4 ee ee a ‘ Ned Bi: 
-_— a . ; os i > ee Pi ts t $ “= iad % ne 
’ © . oa; ss - os % i ee - " 4 @ | ; - re ; 
) , a ae : ce ts : f a " 
_ i . ¥ : P - . e ee & = 
aa = oe 
- ie 
. JL) ag 
; . oe fe 
. z ifs. 
, ® — 3 
wh A —_ o>. oe a ere 
: Xs | ' Ay 
" == = - : 3. — by me's , ° = 3 id 
2} Say as <<“ tes | RY se ws h J a ~ @ 
. _ 3 
ei *: } : : a : ; SS 
Bo es) ee eae yf, SEs ges rn : > ae & 
« . is 7 ? ; ct 
4 ° ° . , 4 
A] big Het ed a a 
é a eee -"§ ’ : * ss = e 
a ign germane a har ie 
, 5 re ee & 3, ine Se 1 
! Ticomel. ig . fee B 
aa % i ’ Pes , i . ’ oa 
. . i ') ta 
YD Peed} ! Oi 
ena CO — ‘ ‘ =.% od «, a.) No en wart “Nr 
p 2 ary 
. - - . . & , | o ; 
$s eye “ a AS ie Aes % cS + oe oe 
% ae * Me x ee %, for ot. Pi. “ be » oa : ba ate * . 
kt. as * : ey <* sap Bein “ . 
mo 2 " : % ‘.. ” < . “> ¥ A Jr * \ . i" 
*: ey a, % ee re, Es ‘ = 
Nee RE: 5 Se ; Fea. * se 
7 Sue eemnnneenee-eemeneseteeemnceteeeees nil a : * Be 
i eek . ae st aN Tad 
4 2: a“ | * rf : 
eb FO : . x . 8 . 7 La a oo 
“u™ " es bs J 3 5 i aa ow ; Dai: > = te t a : & = * fi! 
. = ‘ y ¥ 4 a es FS he ~ om o teem os *’ ‘ ie ca >) 2. ey a . nas 
aS ae < hg ey | : 
PO eee ee ee 
*_ : 5 eee Ca ee 0 te ee ag ‘eae ie i 
‘ # 
i ; we 
es 
a 
—_ — a ——_ : 
a Ee das =) er ee ee _ 
fh AF it ee — j S 
4 9 ‘ ae \ \ sf 
ae K. gage 1) . 
a a3 — _ ~ | 
on 4 4 t<: Lenunisiaiansictenet a M ¢ \ ; 
‘ 4% i we nicnsiciam aise a g * 
. : oe  < | ee f - a 
+e 2 ee cs sles = — ice hag : eas * ae steep 0 pie 4 
NS Se ee ee | ee ? i _ 4 
N , ee oe ate” ae ‘| : fag aan we oo” aa * . a - a x = 
NS vi bo! oe ie Hise Py Se ie poe =o ne Hf q ae a eS ee . es, mee. . Be oa anny | } bee 
 &! hee - Gye: ceo ‘wat seem a : ) - ae rs "ft 2 f pee 
y. iar cee ater: aes cae lS ae a 
> . eee ee. ais aor " 20% vt a "oa \) 4 
ae’ “% . oe eee face ee er RS - A oe eR RES. . : ) f 
t 4 i ‘ ‘ P ‘ 7 ; pe vs Sas a oe “i BR Pica ‘ea agi ° % 
N x 2 . : a ae ons eee <> Aa ees eS cx A 
§ : s - ‘ ' re : ‘3 ae ag ie abe a * ie ee i = . , : ‘ 
“a vs a ‘ “foe I ci a fee wee, eee eae eee A age ; it os “ } 
ny A ‘ Cec steal Sak Oe ; i a aaa or : ‘ia : ie : . ‘ Red 
nip - 3 Lee . "9 ————— See ae Bae tad p Bae : aay 
ad o> Se Se ie ee REE Ae, 8 2 aa * site %: . / —_ 
By. iy: = thts , . ; " a - re (i * ' 3 é Ae a ca Se ~ . * i . ‘ 
“* ae ee ae ay, Raw ~ -* Yc 
Sere . peop a . ; y a . 3 — ie: t i $ : = . \ . * < “4 a * er: <i £ — "3 
se oS om . eye 2 Py . ae F ee # we r 7: ay la 7 ® ‘ ‘: ‘ \ oe. Pane yy = c », Ps : 
Pe me ra = Pia ee 2 ps < Fate Ly ane . ae e os 2 aie ie: oe ‘ y die mi a “A ‘ at “yf 
Pane! SaaS Reiss tet tr 5 tae ele pe be ee . a . oe 
+8 foe ee Neto) SR re ies te UE Se ic. le —- | yes : se | 
pF set ee Se Ra fe bes Sa Pri Pibreee ary te . : = e : “ 
be ogi a i C4 ER att Wee, he as fy >. cay ae fo Sus Wnts, . . : om j Abend ix m4 “a 
Re Ge ar ate ay ONS sas sith. Nr eae Re Oe Se Hig _ Rig Sat 
a ata). cxSueainady Senne ee eS Bove AMBRE fed ES CT Bethe Soe ; fs ae 
pera = Ane dicta ne shin ia) ; si oe ee 24 ' _ phi 
ar. Bee ge ae ee lO fr ete : a A 
i. a ee et Ge a a | 
ee it i. ee ee > i ane 7 aie ky ye a: ae Pin fem’. . i. oe 


prererers 
eeesatetiiily 


ste theadavane 


“ 


PR > ncenammaneene 


b i be oS. eee SS eae ie Qi 
ait oa 7 seep ing a ya | | re 
eS a ne fe a ee ee” oe ae 
a ee cree aos a Ae ec me | i a a re he ee ee ee G ie a 
if el , : bees ee io ae ee ee Se Bey | Seieee eed an i ee 
‘ eee 2 ie cat i 2 2. a : i " 5 aie: ; 
- ‘ iii - > wae zs 
~ i ‘ wo on , . 4) Bt Ais yf Fo * " 
f . i a . he a hits H i 
se B < “« : Ps ig 
<a ». 4s  e : « oe ‘ : 
oh. ge 4 ' 
oe ms . : , * 3 . oe ‘' " } ‘ > 
= » ‘ x ‘ ee » : ‘ . a , 
if — > > a) OD i OOP ot ye a, :, 
aa ia} mi? ‘ : Gh A, ee 
ae: ‘ a 5 5 . > Pa te j Bi leg * egos Ne. ty ‘ 
re = > - 7, ef si i » ae Teall 
a ee ate a? Po ‘ id ~~" ’ — eo M4 . Os so aa 
2 oe ‘ ef 3 hea ~ "7 * al ¢ : - se Sl " 
0 me es an a ee a 
ee beaut a - ‘oe Ce 3 ce “ . ie 
eek a ere for ay a We ee | a  aeeae 
B seterersssed soessen ee — 
¥ : Soe TS - once ~ ay ™ WY 5 
: ‘ ss : a, * eregcee ops dent sy esgesesge fe ao npaaaet eS a aoe a4 ao a 
bs fee ae bah ad ‘ \) Soe 86 itits a ie ai f : he . cee ee ee 
4 gee, . eee . ey A Reveshogs aps BF Seog seen , ss ‘ ee tee ae Peds ate a a ee eS z 
Pe eee Ne Feeees ee - i ts a le — — ' ase: a 
ies . erBi ay: aT Ate Re 3h a> \ fz =e re ts peeee eT ee Ce oes ea . Sad 
af £ . ~ yy Pie ‘ ‘ ta = 2.e 8} eee TS anand ye) ate ae! SS - a PTs oe eS F “ae " 2 
a See ay = ined eee Vo hte reverse - i = oa er cz OE ics PO aiies ese a 3 ae meg ted 
i es Mw eS oy) SES tes dee Ry ee Pee Ee, = as i 
i : hen * Srere sow stes) .s ee a eat eile aaa : ‘ a 
<a | A r a - : Bupreey: > 4 aes a ee ee fees fiw oe * ae ete 
a. iD Eaee: sities * eee pee ce ag eae: : iG ee F 
Fl ry Soest EB sersbeee weseccne: ee te x ete re to ta = aa > ieellea * 
gat “ We fw : %: ane spe: reese | ie a . caw geen St aa alll : i ohne fi i 4 
+ “af + : “Ditte a _ te : fee Seta a |) a 
ee , 7 TSHR 1 SS : . =) ae fy 
je deel! 3: 2- ew: oa 
a a ae ; ii e 2: a sh (flO “ 
co = - ope ben Mae ~ - ™‘-y = , ” o . ie | as 
: j nie aaa \ eee ited y = y ie » ae «ee =: oe fgg 
: . Na ey is 7, ie “a be ye oo — : sa 
in, rea ® m a ef a 2 SS : ae 2 
em, f ; . * ie » i Viggen ats . oe ty $ 
"aie . at (! . : ~ ones end F ieee see = eo . ee 
i BoP VN eT" mn : ae - ~~ rs Oe SS <a 3 
as . c.. a | ee ee i hae erie a eae 7 - re Pte ae | 
 * ie a t ' ea ee le ae . a hain Wee Sahar: 9 Bh lee ie re ‘ aes er | 
(i mR Se Ng (es ae ae ty 
a id $e oars eS eee aeat fay eer Gey St ea \ 2 al sd. 
ee RE Ke re ) $55-3-3 a ea = fe ae - a aig <r eer o's ~% 
. ee ) <p ; bin hi Betes =i < cay = tk Tee oa mast ee Ps. ye a sie ih. 7 > 
x vi —_—e Sw eho < ” ci sateen? bee coe ey “ ie ars . 
e me ; swan oer Sees 2 1s ‘aa Rat te “ato oy ge Sa ea ee ere 
5 reiriee ee | ee ae ee ly ae pe on at een = = a. er: ie 8 
-A : rays fag wes Be arenas , Sae er ag ae tae 5a . A A iis 7 iat: SA 
ate & ¥ * « P F a Beige bk gape ect 2 esi pee Ae A. 7 oN ah 4) Sa 
a af Pe Ae dns ‘ —— a . eet Oe ea at nut “dee aN a ee ) eS > & i ol Cer aie. iS * 
Ee a a ~ ee 3 es Pe ig i aE Soa fe eee inh - Se 
hy Ch ay ‘S Bi i] = i ; ‘a 4 ot ee aN ec ee ‘ie i we ' 2a 
i rid ee oe ee eS Pe pee en oe at ee ree a ne, mys VC ae 
# H oe * Ny us age vY¥ wt m ay ey ellie =a Ta Fake a ae ae ese . eae s 
ee ie | “yy j oo , r a ee ee ae | os a MIM le coc an ‘ol i i Pon” ' 
ie casi § Li & y et ¢ Cr . $ cade o be hee = 3 | RRR ea aE eons wpa | | * _ tite > : P 
ia nn ect ‘ Ce ig ” area iat ha ee ae ree Poe (a ee ; eet, * + 
ee fees! ve ‘ ol SN et ae Fe a a a : hah 
: at E 4 4 it Mae . RR ig ona ait. a : Se ree se i a ae Ase). | Sl ti > paw ot 
 ) hie ‘ead Bar Pay ete ee oe pall ee eee sy Iie ct! ae best: sl Bart Shes Tea Ta ae _ ie Sa CAs ie ¢. 
oe i K » Sea Nie oa Ni sitting fe. ie Ae, BS i eo * 8 LF gs ye % 2 ie cr a 
¥ a4 at x oo 5 gM: eo 1" a i et ‘ fee, Dis aa Co Soo aaa emer tee ee wees Sates cs eee Vo Sr See ves Bee? ry tt te 
I te ee 
Ta oe] D abah >. PT a aa a i ae eee ed ae reas et...  ___- ark aS, BRON & 7 
; ey . % + t e tert orale = eee = ie an a ye ak a ee ee Fea | a 3 se eet a. : ~ J * P 
os ae * ‘ . Po ig tas ‘aie et oe ee ee a! ae ong a nee: ea eR tg DEX 8 " cg ig he iS , > : el 
- i Pate: .: aN fit a ey Sip! Pate eee ENG ide Remmi A> ee le a ae et : r | 7" A a re 
a : ees ery ty “4 a ale 5 ee, ol ae er SARS See Webi < iy, oe 440) mf, Py 
4 Mt aM mh i ee eae Le eS esl aoe ie hi Dae CANAL 
Ee eek my a ee a in 8 aR aed Bp 
ores - . ‘lea i : —e Hect\« . 
“e in f ne a F M ae ; a” Pe be sae 
ah i . “s~ . . - ‘* Ve ” a i Be * al ¥ 
3 ° . = > ik ak etd aes 
dasa eee eee 1% f : a rc Y nay OWNS wee 
ee eee LS ee on | oP, Ya 7° Ae bate a oMN 
ia ‘ ee, Se oe ae i a é ’ : 1° om * s Vi 23 45 eu e - ’ ~ 
gine! See ee cas. he ke , K iy z ¥ t* <9 SiR , Aha ea ae) aa v2 ‘a hi . 
ie ih oa ay Banca . a $ e : ‘ a “yeas a ae ae a 5 : 7 OF te 
, a ee ere, be i - "ie ~ TH te - gi Cd So oy va ; 
ee ae Ps 3 ee a ges ae “ se ~. -—  £4x»x_ ap a 
: & a Dae ‘arad OG Dans. = ae : 2h aga > _? ‘ > . 3 ae re i: sel er eS o* 
lai jee Nim ae SP a pee i. ee a 4 4 a ‘ Sa ee 
sete oko. 7, Cee Reo): See 7) aan mete, Ya es f Paes a ae es 
a bn ee a Seat ae" ft gh Saag ea 2 ee es Hee es . ie: ae wee in eae es es; hae a * a fi? * 
fi Bas ey an c= So Sa ’ dig bale featy i eae Nia a of \ ei We pe) so tes } | | i ie 1 
Pei... ree ee ee, 3 ays : ae, a ae ae. 
4 i cl cae Pre et ae nh igi « oo aS > rare at <i ql 
i gre 2. Ponape vides PNT PMI Se . rig ; ; z r 2 sar eel & rr * 
Dee ae 2 ieee a : ae k +.3 a eNO 3 eee ae 
x F ps Bc eae i i ele ae # ee A : P f 
a dead wy &, ale ae Agee a wag o- ‘ re . *, 
Po ee Pa See ee o <a GRaE 7 
os ; res oo a oy Se oe gaan! . 
a ite ae SNM a phic RM tt 2 ae 
ce soe ae Ea aie eee oe cea ‘ 
Bas. sti oa ¥e Ae > . = a m.: ot be. OS gt oe ta) S. ye BF) s 
ae kee So seh inact 2 SAY pt St ae na 
s ae ace: ee Ge Gee fee A the eet gS. a + . 
het. 4 ee tee age i we eke ~ Lak > & <er ss ios i «> - - ; ’ 
- r i =) oa * a Sige Sees Aen ss ! u ee Baia? pret: J - “ rad ‘ 
4 tt ity ite is ws - % 
| i a a ’ lol j = >. Sam ue 
" aia, B. 4 —_ J eS 
E ee ae hs at as 4 wie 
| 7 | SENET ees Koy! pipes pa Gr oe “3 
ex, ar ss ie ie SO BRNO ie t aoe ee 
ier aes ee ess Se, eto > aes! Syden eee “a ae at 
ee aj ee oe a ta f= 4g oo an tye mm 
PM ot : Mee? aire Pont ™ ‘ aa . ae 
‘gee heals a : ay aS ar Ss ae © ; ] i . Sh oat ag ae 
ee. re ene e a ie ae ee eae | A, a ok . 24 ot eae 
ie cae Oy PD : Y ee oy | ae 
OS lah Ge een, ee 8 f SR et “a cs a te Sie. SN 
ca ime” Bo eh ee amiae "eal if } ‘oe {ae Oia ee 
Ru. % i og ys ee etn | ma ; al o : = oe ee eae 
eee ae } aes OY Tae ie ; woo gy ee a 
. ite es iat ot eogeee a ae tee Bron _— Be sy ake ee oe a a ha i / ne " i ecg i j 
ier an pera kee | yh te a , ee 2 ae ee 
as ort -- VS “a Govoee: Z Be big ae pen : : bg ee ee aes 2 ae > 2 a fA ee Boe: ‘ag 
eee ee ear en PY Sees | am eae Vie een cities '€, ; i oe a p 
ie bea Sines? ue "ay sy af oY gaeatgane a he PON GeaED. Met ak Te RR ap Sia Eee PS a Eee ae | y . om ~~ 
; ne Sa as, ae eS eee ae Se ‘ od tin a ee ape liateden =” atm Siig Betaice AE Cage ae) ee 2, af ‘ Sy ae A apace _ 
, Pe aeoeetre yt ot oe; . pode. pogameery een, ee ry pee luli i ghee achat eee ee ag : 
‘ha 2 rain oS, So ott. eee We Bee Beg in oe a ‘ "ge aaa os «ae 4 : ae Y a, eS is 
a 5 Se 5 gale Estat Ba RETR wey AFT - ; ; tf , ee a a 
2 be or ee Ns ’ Ti) oS: Sakae RRSP RE SRS et eee ee . . . em 4 aa 
Sr ee pe te ae ° sp eA ie ee te PR Se , - f. _ hae i ; 
ea oS ae tN Ate 7 eee ee Bei: patton Res Fe ee Sie ie ihe A : 4 ae a : 
ae $x es oe +3 ‘ : ee SS pera RS et Lal ~ e oye a CP IES a yea ig j ao js See a * 
a oe REEL Se ee ‘exe ea ne: See a Bey? oo bs os a . .: Sar eS 
; > 2 aes: ote a ee, a ee eee ee . NA ete a weet —* —_— 3 hla te eat aa » 
q CATER ey ae 543 SERS eee Bas Sathnce ceten 3 i eee PS Soe - pe RRR Ee Sutra a ae eis ere AS 
i PS peas fp EG hie ol SE ge gai ae BS Sy Lie ae ae be ep <4 ; 
ae EES oi ot EE! oat Oe el pee oa Ot ee ee rae wed ees an 
PR ee eS ee a epee OP Ne Pe oe SS SE Saag therein eee: 
Sida Bore Pe A. 5 Poa’ > a EE TR EEN, Hh eRe F Nigt Re NER ion ¢ Shs) SNe 2k Oe era ee yay oe Ok eee on So eee FOS ig 
ys ig Oe ee et RAPS pee Be CSS Ra ME re a ‘ eRe eee: SP ery age ae PR an eee aie ee Pegs A eee Ee en Cs 
# x nae a res 3 ei, DAE kD Sea Fe +3 iS OS say SCRA * ay Ape hap t ast oe FP Re ¥ 2 Pe he 3 a See 
eRe eer Se ok oF iia) Sets ase Nan. eRe AE EGE So SRV See + Sb ee ee ea FR % 
a: Soe Sey ar Pie. &.- Rese Pg eet SIA he «wey ie te ack = SR Se rece Ne SS Se, a a ee = oe i= ae Oh > 
Bes eS SS 2 baer Se eae SS Le oe mtang Soy Base pel PES Meee RO’ _ > me. Soe 5. RA oe Se ay eg Spe Dee é 
; - > eS ye : Bos Rot RIS ae ee (2 AR at REL ae OL OR eae Ye Ee ix SC SRE SS Bet 8 og Se Oo OS Oe 
Be EES OS SR ES ey ea eae Seat ad. Mere 
4 ee bes Cet $S eter 4 Ne ty y % SE ey oh ete RS, : =~ ROR p23 a i * er Spay eb ot ob Sg SO Pee a ee eee < ES TR 
Fe! Getakt op eT ae re Sas PEE FERS ory aS Sr PS eS a 2 TS Saks Ride ess Me) te, es wa moe ey oe Fann A Se 
4 95 78% = eS a : CAA SY aaa ots het rN Ns Ree aS ER) Sg te Ere ane Ta SS OSS a ee tp Pae 
- iw By io re ee in ie ek nee ay ety eS aE RES aE 3 aS Rae Re Ria ON eT aS ae ee : 
i . wait ee o ec a eh ec EN eis se Beat Sh ee Sek A pee a Pe Pays Tif) Bees Sy Tp Spc gs Ne Ree Pie 
a, b> % Se by R BST re Abe Hak. fe See Foe SLMS Tare Pe sae a - > at ee he te pS Sem ES a ee 
a 2 ta <i tag ee oe atoms OP x Se Sa at SF .. eT aah aes Satta , ey adel Lhe ey oes oS Se eS ae ee? So * Soo 
Ba ris hee Br EM TO eS ~~: = vate ey mens a aD ast = . i IS" ge ae ak = < <2 
a ; pase Gi ARES oY ee: of Soret oe aS Se Sis ym wee ss a at he > Se ‘eames eckson a ee te “. 
x Se ad 4 / Ee st as 3 ; x SS et Gat SINE : REX, a sae Rial . 
ee + Aude * Arh). SES Se Fo to OO he a ee ree POE ' St baky eee ies Ss ae = 3 : ns 
Dt ee Oe a —- 
2 Pe Ltrs et ea = Ch a 5 otek Rf, vives.” [aa ~ =" a + Tey it “ 
I Nia 8 oom USS Sees aha its Sod ae a SSeS a 
a Meo te eS . : pee = Pd ht Se 
= | le ee nee | ae ag +) 2 ee Bie! ae “ek GES —~- 
t oe ae ee 2 ee | _ oe. | oa eo alin en a ] ¢ a 
a ' aes Ags 2 ee Oe A hey te SN a we ee cea ce ae a . je a =e 
Sy _ Se eae ‘2 ae oe ee: Be adn ee ke gy) NS ae 2 iS = “ ne sien Page PS pin 2 i ames Bic 
a in Tee ree Vmaei em Serves. Debby  * a SS ee Sten. a es 
Re. we eee Ties ee io. ree -_~ i: Geen” Ber MS = . 


*einzotd Zuyyez e10ssq avo Jo [Te3ep Areas ButApnys eiow 10 seqnutu GT pueds {Tt 


teydsizojzoyd poo? y *uoqesyd gzet sty jo eTfoy 16418887 fq Apnys euty 10¢8yj0U8 
‘wo 30q ‘pues ‘uossepuy eZ [eq *p Aq peumo uojesyg qtods Tg6T ‘dog :eBed ey 1soddo 
“wTOPOW PUBIS 3SBT SOUL, PETIBO UeZJO ‘UBPes qnID GI SeTIeg USMITY FEET euy> *eaogy 


ee ee 


; or ee a Beye Tes A 
moe Sy i: Saar Br iar Le fo ey Ce yaaa | Ne 
is a oe a +a aa ae Beet ge oe . ae al a ee eee, Ser Ls Bian 
~ aw eee ee a ee Bee gy) ee 
: eS Saas me = ey 2 te pe hes ae a es ‘ee Re ie BY a ‘a en er Eats a 
: eS a ee eee ee Ree i Se ges era 
° LS) Aa ee eee ee s P ‘ Ry are he ge 
| se ey 
: ~ a Mp 4 aes STH eg canes 
lo . a ee 
«| . : 3 BR ener. he ie 
: hig 
= Rk 
‘ay i. 
& aul a 
€ =: a 
. Rs oe x ya - 
: KX s 2 eat “ 4 Bhs 
. sy es te 8 ad ae Sage ; Agent ; hn | Xv. 4 ete ie 
~~ 1 2 Y SS. . ie he mt 3S . i ’ Bay: ase st Pa 3 Aa oat ee ee : mm 
a >; Set Sees + 4 ie 
PAS * EON RS ae oe % 
r &. = ; So NRE We * ee Ss PS, me ok | ta x fi 
0 * Le . VAR as ‘outs ee: : - J > tees wo. in 3 ‘ 2 
a & i :3 * i ae £G “it ah ghee at * mie SR = es 
s ~ aU : > ; > . 4 B <3 aa! ’ bg ‘ay aN a 4 ; “f a 
# SY > | Ey re ee ott 3 ~ EP ome ea = at “Ge scAy we : i; ed 
' VPS AR ee Se EIR i EEE . gp , 4 x 
ms ate. PSR Pos Sees, SS sth +(e eee — a 
’ . Ree Bee eh ee etn ES a San 
. 2 RE y~ A a 4 , * * ee pee “ % O'S : q 
a! ORE RS Ne gS ges Ue et ae Sa et ae 10a 5 
at Sat te - > Sede . A s vom ae 
: rats ys be se i Py oe 5 tee > s bs Lia? oe ve = y ‘ Be oe 
“i _ > t” Set = a ee ae > a APE — ee 36 = rd d Ae 
a ‘o> SS ; Me ee ae. § hee Sea 5 aes 3 ss aeelgst se . a > 
=a “Si > : E pe Ee ts. re Be . be ye of 
a EP ks See we a eS Pe ee CR LE ox shies) ee ‘4 e 
~> Wen . tig SS “=, fee a ar we Sas ; sae ‘ SS ‘ 

: 4 . > ae > on gv et. &,'< ie A: 4 A F é Naa ee ae a % 

‘ 4g) € es & a 3 “Se x ot ee yt PS ae ns - Fd by ad / Se — wl asic’ it 
eae al Le cn Spent S , a 2 Be hese . * bs AS; _—_ aie, 7 a ( i fe ‘ts } Pi Ne es . ; ie 
Foie tes es * pte = oo a sees : oe ay _ ie has 

’ peer ie ees oe. Se ee Lae ; id ine : m2 
1 - Te ie ee nae Sth? of xa Sse & at ou oe \ . ee 5 ‘ 7 
De ee ee eee eee be a ee ye - he es 
* Seale e tae ie 5, phy ay, aed j aye f iT. B. d a 
: ° ms : . aa “Emm “29 Tong = a an! ~ Bae x » = oe Bg > GF. “se  : i vr pi i 
* . * / .* Ms — a 7 ‘. 2 wig lee Zee as 5 NY S a dia he J di} re Is : : oo 
Ny ql ‘<_. >a Oa i . we ee o - er es i a us - \, a y BP Se ay = tc) ; ® 
uv Ae es oe “> . Se ee ed ee a Spek a aa Z ie ¢ 
7 a ar tee. adhe ott = © je as etd Siem . ea hs ie 4 he 
, . : «. ‘ Fe agp , ae ; ae “f ‘ 
7 ~* ¥ eS ae “y ~<f ys "os + \ = iy . ye ee i 
- ‘a4 5 AS ae e ° Scr, isis. } ae a, — j : ay gl 
SIME én ¥ e eZ ' es ae eo —_ Pe oe x f 
: Re eer waked | eee |e eo ee. 

' Pe Gee is te > SRS ee 3 Eee aes SO = 
ae ee ae son.) eee OE Be { 
Cad. See ee Se Ag ok |B eee ' . F 

‘ s,-' eae he : co tag Ms “oe €; 4 ae een ap bd . f 
= a 2 . =f 0 : oe 2S ae dive serene |e 4 i " 3 

oy: bear . a eae * “ Ss ia ay XS JB? ae peas his : ee ae 

id ‘ ie 7 Bio ws => “4 fos * = Sr ae & ey oe = x 4 a . Ce ’ G a a ee 

4 x « : a ee or Sb * ; Pers 3. ai . eS ‘ 4 , ee 
Re 3 . = : TR, \ bs Ad *: rnt4 S ae ~ ee a a ; : oi 
A he 4 ee *s q val ne! . . E tw 7 %  : x > Te a eee i ty a a! <4 
Ye be. we Pe Peteueh 3 att Pm: Le ae oe = : : a ; : 
Aer? a, eo ~. rear ie = +3 et i P I Liane tet -— + = cee ci wae See | ¢ ii 
t a, 4 2 Bt be 4 + 9 ek ie ) i “e aed | mg “ 
eK, ‘ bee Be vee 9 tah y et ee —~ai 12 oe." jah a io 
te. 3 3 ae ¥, te r ‘ r _ eS : Ree Lo Sy" BM Tae ig t = i o 
'*, . gt Zz a es . Paes / ney ; ma eae = : : 
ae “ag Pe sk ie aes soko \\ ee © : . oS 
& om Py a $ : “ fees me ast: ‘7 ta * F a ye te ‘ BS ": Dy ae : oS. ve x Be 4 5 s i; 
, ie. 2 he i Al Ape Sy es P. : en ae | : Be j i 
. ; Pa 3 pe ‘ a's ~~ ii} fs LY ae & ae “ak 3a — \ oi 
2 a ‘ee et Saere ES Pat { ball ee ? 
7 a _, “SSeS, ‘ ng Sia S: ; > . .. ~ 
| pee ae) 2 
4 ef aa > “t ity A . 4 x pon . me ef : ae " 
. igs. i St Se: a. *s |i 7 1 a - Y 
Sh See er -: BS 2” || ae | “2 _ 
oS oe o> Nee . Fa ee aoe a5 a 3 ee 2 at ai | 
x 0. aaa te ee c- : lt ak a i _ 
; * A d aig 4 ala a ih ‘geo 4 ae ok { ‘ Mes rc 3 “S : i at ek : a 4 
C ape . a 8 ge ge Sao + ee N i Bee : Le > Lee ; _ ‘ 
i Pe - et ee mee» — SF | a ie es oo Ne ; ; «ae 
ee ar es. 5 ee ee F: ll ea ms a ie: 
= ‘ oS eae a .# Z 3 eae . ae My - Pa a j ™ ¥ 7 : am ae Tee j| i * ie } oe 

Sh i. a 2 “ee a aaa od omer a ae Yo Liar S : sai, a ; 
s PN lait CHE Sei” ree "2G Ale Wide. a aa ae ot 
Ba, ies ee em’ Se + 2 se SOS ef} ae | 7 : me NN ; | Rt, 

x 7 eae ae . a ea A hee 7 re Pes I (ey ee a ap 4 
¥ > ; > ee a, 1s Sie, Pen ot a i ae, i ae : 
& Rati. ec ee, oe” ta 1 m7 -\ g = a 
E. Se a Sa at FF 3! te = ae Te | i # % x } i ry 
e ae See Se yin a Ps TO if pes) yy - i a 
‘as nee 4 ae BN ha ae a Ata ae de a tes ere : a : 
‘-) ne ew ne oo <) Se a a ge | & ae a 4 ; 
Bio Ae g ern at ee LAR Ore ee ee | mo al a i 
‘oa “ a oe i 4 ae aa 7 ke : i * ~ a f iB j ae 
a AS ar ~ Taal Cee ile iS ce NMS a. tC ; a oe 

: eo Ar +g ‘~ is eee ” i= ge sf ; ® ; 

; K -ite® Sak an? eS > / De Bo ee ae 4 

"4 ome 4 * “¢ ae ss? Faw ae Oe A c [3 ea 

; “ ‘ we ; ps? the he = ee j ee eh < Se 
: OR | eee a ae a Cet, ie: 
- 4 < 4 a we "eet a... ag ae 3s | ae r. ie me) ; a ny 

: ( ae 3 eee Se e , es } a a 

. .. aero US Se 4 ee. 4 ee 

me ge , 2 ‘ Cie i a te cue? 28 SS Be. : E he ‘ ve : . i 
f > a car cy Be Be. by Cis > wig 5 ng ts ee z ay Aus as Ps 
ap — , ye ra wh ? a a es ae, A me Se Z eee f ‘et 4 Z ; i ss x ) = 
~~ A ol je. i Sn, yee ESP avg ceria ie oi ee 

; 5 * a: bie ry i+ . ? A gh» ari feces Al ‘ 88 5 "4 aw 

* Me 2° “nn a 2: t kg ot be i ‘ . i igeh = P. i ES a ane Z ; a ¢ 2 
an ; ~ a + Jay, - * Ye Lat “a 7 hae o 'F § > { at - hoe ‘a i “4 4 : - 
‘ He» > Vigne a. A hi ik i aa pecker Bi ; a os, X27 vei ee er 

~ pats Pay ‘ (gv a a 4) "% i ! Te Se os * 0 

= ~< $ * 96 pee ea ee oo Se i = 

ay F . (a. Mee “£e oa \ oS — in} v vie ’ Za 
at et fy ao ye a / , _ i <i er ie 

2 Ay yh Ss dB, pala hal ’ 
: Tp A 16S Ye @ es PF: te Po as Oe ON Ais Sy 

_ ¢ + > Ara Ak AD tae ae ¥ {\ > eee | ~ 

% if » . ‘ af ." : z i? ao a 3 f : 
*: J y 4X aed ee rae cA ak ae Mae > Se ee 3 a im 
2 b Spa” ie, DR RR ee 3 Pa ’ Pe ie _ F 
ae 4. ‘ iy, ee hg) ‘< ta” z ; Noes a as f 

:.* iy ad "A sees e . * A rs Ay i are €5 [Es ‘Dhl abs 7 Sa : oe 
“> S ?‘ ij , * t Li ine . ° a * : rs S eo 
oS . 2 o me 4 >, ee ea | ys : h P2 if oe : 4 nf Haas ‘ : : - 

= | aS Ted | y ia hoe ee so pie a Lees i : ie & 
rs Pi Soe See, he § 
ake . Me . wv ; te 

= a a 

. Fa 
ae * Soe. ea a: : : ™ oy 

ae Bak oC a a ne pes oe et Pee kh $ 5 y . 
iis gris «Gat Pe ee) a ah 3 ss as 

pa a oie eat. io ae So er Paes Paral 4 athe: eee ; ; — al 
Dib: sor Ss See ches oS a ae tS See Ss a Cf ° ee 
ia eee Fe - ae" : oe ee , apt es ayee : 


tt ee. oy ee ee Re ee. a a ee tas sag tear | 6 le eee ae ee . ae See a 
Sate (UM eo i I Ce Se i . Se fe ae a” 
pee aa ES gh Sara aa ae eee se nema ade 5 i wehy ? oe ee ie Gees + ete a 

gee Bus ara O-, Faa he were a Acie Or ‘ ar cae RON es Pe og a of s aaa. lament 8 . * Tae ei =) . PRS 2 af Py. ; 
fi oe . figs ree aa hs Be C & % 2 ' . 
— i , . . fe ’ SS - 

<% 

- NL 

Pe se sss Sess sels 

ae | SS 

“ 

: * J _" - » 

\ / \ 

, 

i“ | 3 ( 
if / é 

= \ we. 

: J ) aA N 
; i g DUS Ft 

va | 1 oD a | “4% i 

aa Chee! i 

" \ | Kot AUS gO — 
is Wa. = 

KY? A 
; ma) \ —y—N 
H / 
: . r \ 
i #5 : ‘Y | ; \ 

ae 4 aE ero > ; —— YY, \ \ 

* ae i Pee HA N > 

e wee Ve. wi 4 re + fi \ N 
4 ei: a \ 

oe ae ene ‘ fost Wi i | ‘N 
4 ; Dg Sh, xe . . ¥) ¢ j | . 

-—in 7 J Gy in| 
we \ YY Weil ~~. gt ’ 

: = Z / : i 
=F il i _ 

a Wa aot et Sp» \ Vi gl y 

FF OY Oy a = = 

e TR 5G MLO WA Y ath Nwka © 

‘ ‘ mT SS = ) A = le 

: é i + yy 2 a m 5) aa a" \) \> " ( SS >» BF; 

mi oe 3 sa (| po na ea 

; B, CU ray He ene! | 4 

; =| O~Ti, Sa/b 
. — BoE sy | }) j 
. ‘ \ =e 

e “J 

‘a 

af Fi 1 

a 
| 

‘ 

— 

Bec 

; 

= 
g | i » CC. PBs 
7 f we ee a Mt So, See. 
# igi evs. gt ~% es tok <P 2 ie NN ee ae ae 
. ‘ oP 4. ee. EF a UF 2% —a : a oe beF ~ - Ad 
Fs meee. any. ie he’ rage ~ a . a 4 ate: ey, ee ee r - 
+ ak dng t oe ¥ < gi hy Sette. a2 <2) Cate x ee ee 
"3 ‘8 ae. ¥ a Loe «x eee deo se . mS ee fr} a ahi Saar: el 
: [> SS . 7. ‘ss 2 7 a ’ ae ees SS hee. 24 patie o> 
———, on Se ed a i =. a See : * ma _ a 
bie ES eee f SS ; a, ee TERR "2. ia je FES 3 

oa : Gd ws yg oo -— << EE a. Shee A ee fees ee oe a 

ee ae, eee eee eh, ee 2 . oie ee Tike ae 

“4 ah. eS. tat ey er we & se : ee ee = , a. pe TE oe “Be yes Be Pie hate Wc’ > ‘- ~ tie 

ae as) . A e 3 ABER SS ee? —— => oe aes — ai ' 

a = ee : | ba ae fe ee " ie, ee ae he ° ee 

on | - F wo ae ee : wag Pattie = ee we ~ Sana 

* e. SS ‘a a+ 8 Cae ge eee 
ee be ees) be one ADs ; : BE yt »  /' ee eee es oe * OS ne 

2 | eames * SB ol ous Ty oe a ie a Chin adeaciganties | 8, M. ae age ay 

q f i2ee ie ‘a Ee 32 fa oe ‘ . = ; 

% ’ — a tg Sy Sa Zs , 5 \ _ Gs 
‘ rx pet ne ess os > Stays * \" Se ge sii Be ike vi se EE z . 

aS ; ro OS ae . aa a pac le ree a cn a el a 

. a a See ; 3 i we se», Bae eee wt 

4 : : ea eo ia ik ayo Es aa ae 
oa Aen as ae aos pty ne ee * , Rat a ae = 

2 ae are ft Ma er eee | Mae : i te oe ae 

saa +g Bete es oe. Mn Geo, eee, | Breet Soke Soe at A ea . 

ig eS we tS, | Stile ce OS aii ee gr aac ares : ee ies <a 

sa ‘ae fe 5 alll TES OS TS ie . : naeas se 

ise ’ | es Me eet wens ————— Wa etme i 
ae | nl ae wip, he ae ee Si Ghee SRE SIS SUE A RIS on al .. F “ESR Seca Se / . 

e. me x — ee ae Bie eo gto? Py 
“i | a eI Se MEd oe my a os 
a ] j is 2 teens 4 ; ne ; aie : . 
ay j } : 

aa a , . 

oo } ’ ~ . 

| 

i i sg q 

a N | 

- A 4 

e | 
. 

a 

a Eo at be a Sane a = 7 Se + 4 = F 
feat ers eee e ae, tee eee ok nn ee ae ae eee ee ee Ries s 4 — al eas F 
: : = ee Cte wa Toa ee ea Oe CO ol: ee io gee a Mera at Sa 

a C24) ee oe a TE apc, fat Se. tT a“ Be > ie ae chia ~— a 7 if fer 22 a 

f et et ies eT ees lL ea? DS” I 4  * ae hie «. eee te 0 “Ee Wa: oe Cae 2 


CARBURETOR CHOKE 


MODIFIED SPARK CONTROL | THROTTLE 
\ j 


ROAD TESTING the FRANKLIN V-12 


from the 


, : D= e Original Diary Account of Carl T. Doman 
STARTER SWITCH —_yeaet= CIGAR LIGHTER 
IGNITION LOCK ! \ 
FREE WHEELING | RIDE CONTROL 
INTAKE MANIFOLD HEATER SUPERCHARGER 


Introduction: By now the story of the Franklin V-12 as related in the July issue of Motor Trend 
is familiar to most. The engine was the polished product of five years of research. And the 
Original prototype of the Series 17 car, shown at the New York Automobile Show in January 1932, 
was a Franklin in every sense. Dietrich designed, it incorporated all the traditional Franklin 
features on a wheelbase of 137", and weighed a mere 4400 pounds. This was the car of which mr. 
Franklin himself said: "Being light weight and rather simple, it was a beautiful car to drive". 
However, by 1932, bankers to whom money was owed, insisted on a voice in the management of the 
company. Their man was Mr. McEwen, the General Manager. There were two reasons why he insisted 
on building the V-12 in the “Teutonic” manner characteristic of cars in that price rangee One 
was thet it was cheaper to buy the assembled units such as the frame and axles; the other was 
that, not being an old Franklin man himself, he felt the car would have wider sales appeal if 
built along the lines of its competitors. The result was a good automobile, but one which was 
out of step with the Franklin tradition of "Scientific Light Weight". It weighed three tons. 
In the rush to get the car into production, some mistakes were made which required last minute 
changes. Following is the story of Mr. Doman's first test drive of this car and how the “bugs" 
inevitable with any new design were worked out of it. Following this are notes from John Burns. 


During the latter part of March 1932, Syracuse was swept with an enorrous snow storm. Traffic 

was blocked; streets were closed; people could not get to work. Nevertheless, Mr. McEwen, the 

General Manager of the Franklin Automobile Co., insisted that we leave with the first 1933 mode 
just as soon as it was completed. What men could arrive for work, worked 24 and 36 hours with 
out rest in order to complete this first Franklin 12. It was turned over to John Burns, Experi 
mental Engineer, and myself late in the afternoon of March 24th, 1932. We attempted to sell Mr 
McEwen on permitting us to leave the following morning; however, he insisted that we leave im- 

mediately. Since he operated by the use of the big stick, we realized that arguments would be 

out of place. The events of this trip are outlined as follows: 


March 24: Left Syracuse at 3:30 P.M. Drowe to Erie, Paes, where we followed instructions and 
wired the factory of all troubles encountered, which, of course, were very few because we were 


only 200 miles from Syracuse. Nevertheless, one aggravating condition was found - the shape of Ba. 


the front post of the body deflected air in such a manner that a high screaming noise was heard 
similar to that of a siren. (233 miles) 


March 25: Stopped in Cleveland at the Columbia Axle Co., where an attempt was made to correct 
an error in the steering geometry of the front axle. The Columbia Axle Co. tuilt tne front 
axle for this car. It was found that in high speed driving, with sudden application of the 
brakes, the car would dive left or right with great severity. If care was not taken, the car 
would meny times have turned over. The work done by the Columbia Axle Co. failed to correct 
the trouble. We went on to Cincinnati where we stayed all night. (353 miles) 


March 26: Arrived et Jackson, Tenn. Brakes and steering gave considerable trouble which made 
it necessary to be on guard at all times; otherwise car would take to the ditch. (512 miles) 


March 27: Easter Sunday. John Burns arose early and went to Baster Mass. I sent Easter 
telegram to Christine. Drove on to Texarkana, Texas, through custy country and then into a 
heavy rain storm where rain came into car through badly fitted doors. Advised factory by 
telegram that door construction mst be changed. Also found that the front steering upper 
tie rod hit the oil pan, with the result that the steering geometry was changed. Springs also 
bottomed on rough roads. Arrived Texarkana late afternoon. (457 miles) 


March 28: The telegram sent previous evening to factay apparently was quite disturbing, since 
on arrival at Big Spring, Texas, telegram advised us to phone Mr. Marks, Chief Engineer, for 
instructions. He advised us that since the oar was going to pieces, we had better return to 
Syracuse. We argued that while we were reporting major trouble, the car was holding together 
and was capable of going to California and back. Therefore, we continued to proceed. (514 m.) 


March 29: Drove to Tucson, Arizona, without incident. (769 miles) 
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March 30: Reached El Centro, California, late evening. Beautiful hotel. Still having brake 
trouble. Carburetor trouble also, which indicates that metering was not worked out properly, 
since rich carburetor did not correct stumbling condition. Received wire from Ed Marks to take 
a good rest in Los Angeles. Arrived in Los Angeles next night and received wire from Ed Marks 
to hustle back to Syracuse as fast as possible. (411 miles 


March 31: Telegram from Ed Marks asked us to check the riding characteristics on car from El .) 
Centro to Los Angeles. John Burns drove and I acted as observer. In one of the dips, springs 
bottomed, throwing me up into.wooden top, causing a deep gash in my head. Springs altogether 
too soft. Arrived Los Angeles 8 P.M. Wired factory that springs on all cars mst be changed, 
since they were too soft. (257 miles) 


April 1: Took car to Lockheed Brake Service where we attempted to have the brake condition 
corrected. They relined the brakes and relined steering gear while John Burns called on a 
relative in Los Angeles. Left Los Angeles for Needles, Calif., at 2 P.M. John Burns drove car 
wide open across desert averaging as high as 84 miles an hour. We arrived Needles late in the 
afternoon. Averaged 5 miles per gallon of gasoline and 200 miles per gallon of oil. Car per- 
formance goode Passed sign on road pointing to Death Valley Scotty's home in desert. Scotty, 
@ loyal Franklin owner, still a mysterious person. No one seems to know where he gets his money 
other than gold mining. Stopped at Harvey Hotel in railroad station. I was sick. Went to bed 
in hotel and tried to rest. Trains passed through station. All rooms very noisy. (252 miles) 
(Note by Editor:- The source of Scotty*s money remained a national mystery right up until his 
recent death, when it was "revealed" that a Chicago millionaire, A. M. Johnson, had been the 
real gold mine. However, this fact was known 28 years ago to the readers of the April 1926 
issue of THE FRANKLIN CAMEL NEWS, the very fine publication of Ralph Hamlin's Los Angeles 
agencies. Mr. Johnson also drove a Franklin, a custom built coupe equipped for desert travel.) 


April 2: Just before leaving Needles, bought souvenirs from Indians - bow and arrow for 
David. Surprised that Indians talk such good English when cornered; otherwise they make just 
typical Indian grunts. Rather difficult to predict age of Indians, except when they were old 
and grizzled up; but all apparently making good money. Left Needles 8 A.M. Advised factory 
we would be in Springerville, Arizona, that night. Arrived Springerville 8:30 P.M. Found no 
phone connections or telegram connections, since phone closed at 8 P.M. No restaurents open. 
They elso closed at 8 P.M. Saw a light in a building, walked in and found restaurant was havize, 
en American Legion banquet in session. Pleaded with proprietor to serve us a meal. We ate in 
kitchen. Nice steaks; each one bigger than platter. Could not wire factory our whereabouts. 
Excellent hotel. Springerville 100 miles from railroad. Interesting commnity. Wondered why 
people would settle so far from other commnities. (430 miles - almost all dirt roads in 1932) 


April 3: Left Springerville 8 A.M. Drove to Tucumcari, New Mexico. Nothing extraordina -y 
except flat desert roads. (423 miles - all dirt or gravel roads in 1932) 


April 4: Left 6 A.M. Arrived Salina, Kansas, 8:30 P.M. Beautiful hotel. Excellent dining 
room. Had broiled mountain trout. (515 miles, mostly dirt roads) 


April 5: Left Salina 6 A.M. Drove to St. Louise. Stopped at Hotel Statler. Contacted Wegner 
Electric Co. Were requested to bring car out to plant so brakes could be worked one. We were 
operating with brakes on front wheels and one on rear wheel, since there was trouble with the 
flag steff. Wegner Experimental Dept. rebuilt brakes while General Manager Burns Dick took 
John Burns and me to dinner at speakeasy. All liquor consumed by Burns Dick carried on the hip 
of the bartender. Other liquor stock somewhere in the basement. Also noted enormous amount of 
money spent in slot machines. Bill Shaley said he did not spend any money in them, since he 
built springs and they were all tricked. Impossible to make any money on them. (466 miles) 


April 6: Left St. Louis 6 A.M. Arrived Columbus, Ohio, at 8 P.M. Stayed at Hotel Daischler- 
Walock. John and I went out for a late dinner; had oysters and e big steak. John advised me 
not to eet the oysters, since oysters so far away from the sea coast could be no good. He was 
correct, as about 3 A.M. I awoke terribly sick. John called in from his snug bed, “It serves 
you right. I have no sympathy for you. You can die for all of me". I asked what caused such 
én outburst. He said: "Anyone who would eat oysters so far awey from New York, plus ice cream, 
should die". Then he finished by saying: "I am going back to sleep. Die if you want to". (411) 


April 7: We left Columms at 8 A.M., John driving, as I was still under the weather. John pu 
the throttle to the floor and off we went for Syracuse. We arrived at my house at 8 P.M. A 
very good drive. The front door flew open and out came Christine followed by David. The way I 
was welcomed, it seemed as if I had been away from home for two years. Of course, I had a 
present for David, and the present was more important than getting his father back. (465 miles) 
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This 1932 V-12, formerly part of the D. Cameron Peck collection, 
now belongs to Clarence W. Wallerich, of Tacoma, Washington. 


April 8: John and I arrived at the Franklin Plant at 8 A.M., even though Ed Marks hed told us 
to come in late as we deserved the rest. No sooner had I arrived than the phone rang and Mr. 

McEwen, General Manager, wanted to see mee Then he started to criticise everything we had done 
on the trip which did not meet with his approval, including accusing us of being out on a joy 

ride, when we had been to California and back in approximately 13 days, slept little, and work- 
ed on the car every minute that we could spare to keep it going. Nevertheless, John and I were a 
proud of the trip and proud of the car which had done such a noble job. However, we both re- a 
ceived the compliments of Ed Merks, our boss, as well as Mr. Franklin, John Williams, Sales eo 
Menager, Hugh Goodheart, the Advertising Manager, and many of the good old Franklin boys. 


& * +s 


(Following are some answers to specific questions concerning the trip which were addressed to 
Mr. Doman.) (1) It may be @ surprise to you to know that under orders of the Generel Manager 
of the Franklin Company, we refrained from raising the hood in the presence of garage people. 
Manegement desired that the car be somewhat of a surprise and, for that reason, we did not 
stop at Franklin dealerships on the way to the coast and back. We had many people conjecturing 
over the make of the car since its body lines were so unusual. We had people follow us for 
miles attempting to discover what type of car we were driving. (2) I can't recall any specific 
traffic duels or flat-out races which John Burns and I had with cars on our coast trip. If I 
recall correctly, the car had so mch speed that there wasn't any race whatsoever; we just pass- 
ed everything on the road. (3) Once we installed the overdrive real axle, gasoline economy was 
very surprising. We had many cases where customers reported 14 to 16 mp.g.e Today I rechecked 
the gasoline figures and find it should have been 5.75 miles per gallon based on the specific 
fuel consumption of .6 lbs. per brake horsepower hour with the engine developing 150 h.p. (4) 
As far as oil consumption is concerned, the 200 mpeg. was not representative of the production 
cars. Once we got the engine going smoothly in production, we had many cars that ran 750 to 
1000 miles per quart of oil. 5) As far as the top speed of the car is concerned, I don't 
know exactly how fast. it would go. However, I doubt that it would do the actual miles per hour 
which Mr. D. Cameron Peck mentioned. No doubt his speedometer read fast. (In fairness to Mr. 
Peck, he did not claim to have driven his V-12 that fast, tut rather estimated the top speed 
would have been 95 miles/hour on the basis of its performance from 60 to 70.) (6) I have ex- 
pressed myself several times regarding the V-12 Franklin as finally produced. Ed Marks and I 
never felt it was truly representative of the Franklin. It was very heavy; it had semi- 
elliptic springs; its ride was not good; it 
was not nimble and easy to handle as previ- 
ous Franklins. Nevertheless, we believe 
} hat the production car was reasonably free 
rom mechanical troubles. The brake trouble 
and the steering trouble which we developed 
on our coast trip was eliminated in produc- 
tion. I am sure that if sales had permitted , 
building several thousand of these cars, it 
would really heve been a fine automobile. 
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1952 - The Last of the Speedsters 


my 


the WOODEN FRAME (continued) 


In some respects, the steel frames proved to have certain advantages over the wooden 
ones. When an accident or rotting ruined one of the latter, repairs had to be made by 
splicing new ash laminations into the old frame, a difficult and time-consuming operation. 
An alternative was to screw a big piece of angle iron along the affected area as a brace, 
but although quite common, this was never more than a makeshift technique. The steel 
frame was easier to service as it never required more than rebending. Nor did it rot. 


One of the objections to the use of steel was that it would result in a harder ride and 
would increase the cer's weight. Road testing, however, showed that the bed effects in 
this regard were not greet. But road testing also showed that steel frames which retained 
the traditional flexibility, led to a front end weave and shimmying. The development of a 
successful flexible-type steel frame proved very difficult, tut by 1928 it wes perfected. 


One of the HHFC members, G. J. Burrer of Newport, Michigan, has found it necessary to 
build a new frame for his Series 11-A roadster, and has done so using all the recent develo 
ments in wood curing and preservation. A section of his letter is quoted here: 


"I looked for white ash at all hardwood lumber wholesalers and dealers throughout 
Michigan and Ohio, and finelly was able to locate an old sawmill that had one second- 
growth white ash log. I had it sawed into 1" planks, and then air-dried it for 18 months. 
No kiln-drying; a Grand Rapids cabinetmaker, who has had endless experience in curing 
lumber for both inside and outside work, advised me that the old theory of air-drying and 
then kiln-drying has been discarded, for the kiln-drying has been found to take too mch 
sap out of the soft grain of the lumber, leaving it porous. The new method is to com- 
pletely air-dry the lumber until the moisture content is 8%, which can be determined by 
instruments made for this purpose. A good rule of thumb to use in air-drying is one year 
per inch of thickness. Kiln dried lumber is alright if used inside, but out of doors it 
will take on moisture. The use of creosote is very good and will fill this open grain, 
but today, if air-dried lumber with 8-10% moisture content is given two coats of Penta- 
chlorophenol 5% solution, it will be completely protected and is guaranteed to resist 
rotting indefinitely. After applying the Penta, I used four coats of Val-Oil, a tung- 
oil base compound made by Valentine which will penetrate and seal wood or masonry. 


“My body sills were completely rotted out next to the metal, and therefore all contour 
wes gone. To replace them, I had to make templates of the body contour at every three 
inches of their length. The right frame sill was rotted away, and only the condition of 
the left sill enabled me to replace the frame. The left one had started to flake away, 
but there wae enough of the hole pattern, etc. left to get a template. Now, thanks to 


all the modern methods, I believe I will have a wooden structure that will outlast the i 
original.“ 


A good piece of advice for owners of wooden frame cars is to check for rotting or other * 


deterioration now and take immediate steps to preserve the wood. Building a new frame is 
no easy job. ' 


Sincerest thenks to Mr. Burrer and to John Burns for supplying mech of the information ) 
for this article. 


Clifford W. Boram i 
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WANTED: for 1905 Type E Gentleman's Rdstr., set of four 22" wheels. Mrs. M 
7865 Graves Road, Cincinnati, Ohio. . 8 rs. Max Palm III, 


FOR SALE: 1922 Town Coupe. Stored in heated garage 30 years. Remarkable state of preserva- 
~ tion. Interior as new,tires perfect. $450. Falzey Sales, 22600 Woodward Ave., Detroit ,Mich. 


4 WANTED: for '25 11-A Spt. Rdstrs axle shaft, tail light 
5 3 . ght, top bows, steering wheel controls 
Ores: clock. G. J. Burrer, 6360 Sterling Drive, Pointe Aux Pooux, Newport, Michigan. : 


FOR SALE: '32 Airman Conv. Coupe & '24 Series 10 Sedan. Both have new tires, are in perfect 
original condition. '32 Brougham for parts. R. C. Clark, 67 W. Genesee, Skaneateles, Ne. Y. 


FOR SALE: '31 Conv. Coupe, the smaller 125" w.b. Transcontinent Model. Good condition. 
James B. Beal, Wagon Wheel Lodge, Boulder, Colorado. 


FOR SALE: ANTIQUE AUTOMOBILE PHOTOGRAPHS from ORIGINAL NEGATIVES of 1900 to 1915 ino. some 
of 1902, 03, 04, and circa 1908 Franklins. Albert Mecham, 140 Michigan Ave., Highland, Ill. 
(Mr. Mecham can supply some very fine 8" x 10" enlargements for $1.00 ea. Collector's items.) 


FOR SALE: Without cost to Club, Treasurer Boram has purchased the Champion Sperk Plug Co.'s 
entire remaining stock of ORIGINAL SPECIAL FRANKLIN SPARK PLUGS, which have the name Franklin 
in red script on the insulator. Outside dia. of threads is 7/8"; 18 threads to inch. Suit- 
able for Series 2 (1912) to 11-B (1927), possibly others. Only 20 sets of 6 available. Cost 
is $5.68 postpaid/set, small profit to go to Treasury. Available to members only, with limit 
of six each. Clifford W. Boram, 104 Oak Street, Maywood, Illinois. 


FOR SALE: 2 extension oil fillers & distributors for 1930 & leter. Byrd, East Sullivan, Me. 


LEAD: '30 Conv. Coupe. Runs, needs minor body work, top. Owner will consider offer from 
appreciative F. enthusiast. Write Dr. W. Keller, 32 Clovelly Rd., Newton 67, Mass. 


LEAD: '31 Sdn. body & chessis. Leather upholstery,wire wheels,good tires. Box 123,Boston 67 


LEAD: Complete parts for '34 inc. low mileage engine. Bocy caught fire & burned up, but 
@ driven home & ¢l11 parts saved. John McKierman, 43 Bushnell St., Dorchester, Mass. 


FOR SALE: Airplane Radiator Emblem end heater cast into manifold, for side draft engines. 
Both items very rare. Want interesting offers. Joe Bosse, S. 4th St., Old Town, Maine. 


FOR SALE: 1908 Rdstr. in good shape. $1750; Cross engine rear axle $50; Tip-over front seat 
aluminum body, no tonneau $100; 1919 reer axle $100, transmission $50, hubs & 5 wire wheels 
$100; WANTED: 1913 to 16 Franklin. N. C. Ensworth, Canaan, New York. 


LEAD: '29 Model 135 Victoria Brougham, 6 wire wheels, good engine, body needs paint, top & 
upholstery. 2 good tires, good chrome, extra 4 speed transmission & other parts, manual. 
Price abt. $225. Act quickly. Contact Al Nisbet, Box 126, Tahoe Valley, California 


FOR SALE: '25 Touring, completely equipped.inc. side curtains & manual. Excellent condition. 
Will run anywhere. $450. J. Setchel, Box BB, Carmel, California. 


PARTS: Late model springs, both halves $15; Cylinders $5; Pistons $5; New rings & skirt 
expenders $25 set; Convert your '29, '30 to inserts with Lynite conversion rods $5; 

Wheels $5; Tail lights $15; two for $25; Parking lights, 2 for $15; good tires $15; very 
good $25; Shock absorbers. Kelly Motor Sales, c/o Peterson, 9 Brimmer St., Boston, Mass. 


LEAD: '30 Sdn. Engine completely reconditioned, driven 1500 miles since. Very clean, 4 speed 
transmission, new top. kides like a '54. Miss H. Kerr, 337 Lincoln St.,Lexington 73, Mass. 


WANTED: Original Franklin literature, particularly cetalogs of the 1920s and good photo- 
graphs, all years. Also leads on classics. T. He Hubbard,1405 E. Kleindele, Tucson, Ariz. 


‘ LEAD: 'Z9 Model 130 Sdn. 57,000 miles, recently had complete overhaul. New top, battery, 
good tires, very clean. $250. Write Leonard F. Colpitts, 9 Oak St., Ballardvale, Mass. 


} WANTED: Rear 1/4 panel coach lemps for '31 Town Car. F. Manley, Rt.3,Box 468,Mobile, Ala. 
; LEAD: July lst: 1931 5 pass. Pirate Phaeton. Rough tut availeble eat junk price. Just wait- 


' ing for a Frank Brill to make 4 prize-winner of it. Brill's Speedster was just as rough. 
Locetion is Fiske Bros. Junk Yard, Cotuit Road, Merstons' Mills, Cape Cod, Mass. 
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